
1955 Buick Century Convertible
SHOWTIME 90 Success Stories

Easy to use: Plug Showtime 90 Turbine Power Unit into 115 volt outlet, add paint 
to HVLP Gun (included), and start spraying! The Turbine Power Unit delivers an 
instant 60 cfm of air (high volume) at only 5 psi (low pressure). The high-volume 
air moves the paint, and the low pressure reduces overspray up to 80%. Paint 
goes on smoothly with less mist and up to 50% paint savings.
TP-90PL Includes: SHOWTIME 90 Turbine Unit, 33' Turbine Hose, 5' Flex Hose 
with Valve, ProLine 20-oz Gravity-Fed HVLP Finish Gun (1.0mm).

Mike Middleton of Midtown Restorations in Austin, Texas painted this 1955 Buick Century Con-
vertible using our “Made in USA” HVLP Paint Spray System.
According to Mike Middleton, he had never previously painted an entire 
car. Mike had painted garnish moldings and dashboards, but that was 
the extent of his experience.

This Buick originally had a 10-year old lacquer paint job, that had 
failed (as lacquer is prone to do). The owner - Willie Pittman, who goes 
by the name of “old-tank” on the Buick Forums (buickclub.org) advised 
Mike that this time, the paint should be an acrylic single-stage enamel 
with hardener and reducer - PPG Shop Line brand. What is really in-
teresting about this project is that Mike does not have a paint booth 
like most body shops, so he made his own booth out of 2x4 studs with 
heavy plastic stapled to it. Box fans and AC fi lters were used to provide 
a cross ventilation type of booth. *Note: This is not recommended, but 
sometimes a guy has to do the best he can, and using our SHOWTIME 
90 HVLP Paint Spray System at least the overspray was minimal.

Here is Mike Middleton with the 1955 Buick Century loaded in his trailer and ready to take to the proud owner of the 
car. For a “fi rst time paint job”, the quality of the paint on this car is probably better than Detroit’s fi nest! The color 
combination with white top matching the bottom of the car is outstanding. If you want to talk to Mike, he can be con-
tacted by email at Midtownrestorations@icloud.com.

Pat. 
370490

16"w, 18"d, 
28"h - 35 lbs

TP-90PL ProLine HVLP Paint Spray SystemTP-90PL ProLine HVLP Paint Spray SystemTP-90PL ProLine HVLP Paint Spray System 



1955 Buick Century Convertible
The Process
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Lots of sanding, followed by lac-
quer primer and sanding sealer 
(Sanding sealer is very important, 
especially if not taking the paint all 
the way down to bare metal).

The deck lid was removed and 
sanded for hours. Any minor 
fl aws were fi lled with 3M™ body 
fi ller with Nitro-Stan and Dolphin 
Glaze. Most of the body fi ller prod-
ucts used were from TP Tools in 
Canfi eld, Ohio (www.tptools.com). 
After many hours of preparation 
work and block sanding, Mike was 
fi nally able to get started on the fun 
part - applying the paint!

Here is an “in process” photo. No-
tice the small amount of overspray 
on the fl oor! As the red paint was 
really thick, Mike selected a 1.4 mm 
nozzle (several size nozzles are avail-
able from TP Tools) and the 1.4 was a 
good choice for this project. Mike used 
an 8:2:1 paint ratio. Being a rookie, 
Mike had some orange peel, so he 
did some sanding with 800 grit sand-
paper, working up to 2500 grit paper 
before compounding.

Wow - Look at the deck lid now! Look-
ing better than new already. Our “Made 
in USA” HVLP-90 paint spray system 
is doing what it has done for so many 
restorers over many years. *At TP 
Tools an HVLP-90 is used exclusively 
for all of the paint jobs on their show 
cars, and turns out trophy winning re-
sults every time.

Things are really look-
ing up now. A two-tone 
paint job makes life a 
little more diffi cult, but 
Mike seems to be have 
risen to the occasion.

For sanding, Mike 
used a 9" Sanding 
Block, as he wanted to 
be sure that there were 
no waves or dips in the 
fi nish. Block sanding is 
the most important part 
of a high quality paint 
job and separates the 
men from the boys. As 
seen in the above pic-
ture, you can see that 
progress was being 
made.
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30-Day Money-Back 
Guarantee

Try a SHOWTIME 90 Turbine 
in your shop for 30 days. If 
not 100% satisfied, return 
for a full refund, less ship-
ping cost both ways. 2-YEAR 
WARRANTY.
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